MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE

OAK PARK HOUSING AUTHORITY

TUESDAY, JUNE 7, 2011
7:30 A.M.
OFFICIAL RECORD

PRESENT: Commissioners Butler, Chapman, Hill, Wardell, & Chairman Taren
EXCUSED: Commissioners Barbosa & Dwyer
ALSO PRESENT:  Edward Solan, Executive Director; Richard Martens, Attorney, John Quinn and Melissa Struck, Auditors; Jill Augustine, Ken Southward, Beth Swaggerty, Melissa Winn, & Rhonda Doyle, Staff.
QUORUM

The meeting was called to order at 7:31 A.M. by Chairman Taren.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF MAY 10, 2011
It was moved (Wardell) and seconded (Hill) to approve the minutes of the May 10, 2011 regular meeting. The motion was passed by unanimous voice vote.

RESOLUTION IN HONOR OF RICHARD A. MARTENS
Chairman Taren stated that Mr. Martens has been invaluable to the Housing Authority and was easy and pleasant to work with.  Mr. Martens said it was an honor and a pleasure to work for the Housing Authority and provided a brief history of his experience with the Housing Authority.  
Mr. Martens then thanked the Board and stated that the Housing Authority staff was wonderful.  

Commissioner Butler commented that he could always call Mr. Martens and thanked him for his professionalism.

Mr. Solan reminded the Board members of Mr. Marten’s upcoming reception to be held on June 8th.

The resolution was approved by unanimous voice vote.
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPROVAL OF FY 2010 AUDIT
Mr. Solan introduced Mr. John Quinn and Ms. Melissa Struck of Clifton Gunderson, the Authority’s auditors. He turned the discussion over to Mr. Quinn.  Mr. Quinn began by highlighting the PowerPoint presentation including the services they provide. Mr. Quinn then turned the discussion over to Ms. Struck. Ms. Struck reviewed the audit in detail informing the Board that there were no findings and that it was a clean opinion.  
Commissioner Chapman arrived at 7:46 a.m.  

Ms. Struck reported that the statements were single year financial statements and that there was no significant change in the financial statement’s total assets and liabilities from one year to the next.  She said total revenues increased by just under $100,000 from HUD and total expenses increased $200,000 (HAP and depreciation).  Chairman Taren asked why depreciation increases.  Ms. Struck explained.  Mr. Solan added that it was due to capital improvements to Mills Park Tower and the façade on the office building.
Ms. Struck indicated that the only changes to the financial statements from the prior year were that they were reorganized and some of the formatting changed.  However, she said the statements include all of the same content. Ms. Struck asked for questions on the statements and footnotes.  There were none.
Mr. Solan complimented and thanked Mr. Quinn and Ms. Struck stating that Ms. Augustine was pleased with Clifton-Gunderson’s cooperation. 

Chairman Taren asked Mr. Quinn and Ms. Struck if we should make any changes in our procedures. Ms. Struck answered that overall they were pleased with the internal controls of the Authority and there were no recommended changes in procedures.  

Lastly, Chairman Taren thanked the auditors and Mr. Solan and Ms. Augustine for making things run so smoothly.

It was moved (Butler) and seconded (Hill) to approve and adopt the FY 2010 audit in its final form. The roll call vote was as follows:

AYES: Commissioners Butler, Chapman, Hill, Wardell, & Chairman Taren

NAYS:  None

ABSENT:  Commissioners Barbosa & Dwyer

RESOLUTION APPROVING 2011 COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE O.P.H.A. AND SERVICE EMPLOYEES INTERNATIONAL UNION, LOCAL 73
Mr. Solan reported that the contract was delayed and is retroactive to January 1, 2011.  He said getting the bargaining teams together was difficult. He then turned the discussion over to Ms. Swaggerty and stated that she and Mr. King were the Authority’s bargaining team.  He said that Mr. King couldn’t be at the meeting because his wife had a serious accident. He said our wishes are with Mr. King.
Ms. Swaggerty highlighted the minor differences from the prior contract and indicated that the contract is a 1-year agreement instead of our typical 2-year agreement. 

Ms. Swaggerty stated that the 2 janitors at Mills Park Tower go above and beyond the call of duty, and that they were extremely cooperative. She added that we have been able to achieve an equitable agreement.
Lastly, Mr. Solan reported that one of the janitors at Mills Park Tower, Mr. Plant, is on medical leave after having double knee-replacement surgery.

It was moved (Chapman) and seconded (Hill) to approve the Contract in substantial conformity with the attached. The roll call vote was as follows:

AYES: Commissioners Butler, Chapman, Hill, Wardell, & Chairman Taren

NAYS:  None

ABSENT:  Commissioners Barbosa & Dwyer

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
MILLS PARK TOWER
Mr. Solan turned over the discussion to Ms. Winn, Building Manager of Mills Park Tower.  Ms. Winn reported that there were three vacancies and no move-outs in May. She added that there are two scheduled move-ins for June.  
Ms. Winn reported that the Village Inspector visited the building in May to inspect all the common areas and 65 apartments. She indicated that twelve apartments were cited for having too much clutter. 
She said that the Inspector is expected to return in July to ensure those apartments are in compliance, and was hoping that he could assist in getting the tenants to clean up the problem apartments. 
Mr. Solan reported that the Mills Park Tower façade repairs will be bid out soon. The bids are due July 13th. He said we may have to meet telephonically in July. He suggested getting closer to the scheduled meeting date before we schedule the July board meeting.

Lastly, he said he would contact the Housing Authority Board.

HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PROGRAM
Mr. Southward reported that there were 418 vouchers leased in May. He said there will be a decrease in that number for June.

Mr. Southward reported that the Cook County Housing Authority agreed to absorb 8 participants.  Mr. Solan said that absorption will reduce the HAP deficit to $6,000 a month. Mr. Solan explained that we need to get down to 400. He added that we will continue not issuing any vouchers until the end of the year.  Chairman Taren asked Mr. Solan how that would affect our SEMAP score to which Mr. Solan answered that it should have no impact.
Mr. Southward reported that a total of 115 annual Housing Quality Standards inspections have been completed.

Mr. Southward reported that there are 4 applicants from the 2004 General Waiting List with active vouchers searching for units in Oak Park.  One program participant has ported out of Oak Park and other Housing Authorities are billing the Oak Park Housing Authority for 20 participants.  That number will decrease by 8.  We have absorbed only 1 participant this year and it was an exchange.  
Mr. Southward said we are billing other Housing Authorities for a total of 73 participants, 3 of which are searching for units in Oak Park.

Lastly, Mr. Solan reported that we submitted a CDBG application to the Village in the amount of $100,000.  He said we should hear by the fall if we will receive any funding for 2012.
OLD BUSINESS
Mr. Solan reported that the Village Board approved the development ordinance for the Comcast Building Project.  He said he is now waiting for IHDA to make a decision on funding.  
Chairman Taren said the work done on the project by Mr. Solan, and Commissioners Chapman and Hill, was terrific.

NEW BUSINESS
None
ADJOURNMENT
At 8:28 A.M., it was moved (Butler) and seconded (Hill) to adjourn.









Respectfully Submitted,








Louis Butler










Acting Secretary
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