MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE

OAK PARK HOUSING AUTHORITY

TUESDAY, JUNE 8, 2010
7:30 A.M.
OFFICIAL RECORD

PRESENT: Commissioners Barbosa, Butler, Chapman, Dwyer, Hill, Wardell, & Chairman Taren
EXCUSED: None
ALSO PRESENT:  Edward Solan, Executive Director; Richard Martens, Attorney; Ken Peterson & Mike Echol, Auditors; Jill Augustine, Jim King, Ken Southward, Melissa Winn, & Rhonda Doyle, Staff.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF MAY 11, 2010
It was moved (Butler) and seconded (Wardell) to approve the minutes of the May 11, 2010 regular meeting.  The motion was passed by unanimous voice vote.
RESOLUTION APPROVING FY 2009 AUDIT
Mr. Solan introduced Mr. Ken Peterson and Mr. Mike Eckel, the Authority’s auditors, to report the results of the FY 2009 audit. He turned over the discussion to Mr. Peterson. Mr. Peterson began by thanking Mr. Solan for the opportunity to complete the audit.  He stated that it was a clean opinion.  He reviewed the audit in great detail.
Mr. Peterson asked for questions.  There were none.

Mr. Solan personally thanked Mr. Peterson and staff and said that our staff has enjoyed the benefit of working with them.  Mr. Peterson thanked Mr. Solan and stated that our staff is excellent to work with.
It was moved (Chapman) and seconded (Hill) to approve and adopt the FY 2009 audit.  The roll call vote was as follows:

AYES:  Commissioners Barbosa, Butler, Chapman, Dwyer, Hill, Wardell, & Chairman Taren

NAYS:  None

ABSENT: None
RESOLUTION ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER ADMINISTRATIVE PLAN
Mr. Solan reminded the Board that we discussed the HUD Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) regarding additional vouchers for non-elderly persons with disabilities at the May meeting.   
Mr. Solan said that changes will need to be made to the OPHA’s Administrative Plan. He recommended passing the resolution incorporating the necessary changes to the Plan. Attorney Martens recommended 2 changes to the Code of Conduct category. Commissioner Chapman said the language seemed vague to her. Chairman Taren said he thought it was a good idea to approve the amendments with the brief revisions Attorney Martens suggested. 

It was moved (Butler) and seconded (Wardell) to adopt the resolution to include the changes to the Housing Choice Voucher Program’s Administrative Plan.  The motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

Mr. Solan said that he has had additional conversations with the Progress Center for Independent Living and the Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services (IDHFS) regarding the NOFA.  He said their recommendation was that we should apply for 20 Category 2 Vouchers, for non-elderly persons with disabilities transitioning from nursing homes and other health care institutions back into the community.  He said he has some concerns about assisting 20 persons because of the limited amount of accessible housing in the community and recommended we apply for 10 or 15 Category 2 Vouchers.  
The Board members discussed at length the recommendations from IDHFS and the Progress Center and asked several questions. Chairman Taren indicated that the Board had two decisions to make; the total number of vouchers the Authority should apply for, and the number of Category 2 Vouchers to apply for.
Chairman Taren said he agreed with IDHFS’s recommendation of applying for a total of 50 Vouchers, 20 of them Category 2 Vouchers. It was moved (Barbosa) and seconded (Wardell) to apply for 50 Vouchers, 20 being Category 2 Vouchers. The roll call vote was as follows: 

AYES:  Commissioners Barbosa, Wardell, & Chairman Taren

NAYS:  Commissioners Butler, Chapman, Dwyer, & Hill

ABSENT:  None

Commissioner Hill asked Mr. Southward the number of Category 2 Vouchers he would feel comfortable with. Mr. Southward replied 10.  Commissioner Wardell asked why. 
Mr. Southward explained that 20 Category 2 vouchers may be very difficult to lease because of the type of individuals that are being serviced and the housing stock in Oak Park.  Based on the Progress Center, the majority of individuals serviced by them are persons with mobility impairments.  

It was moved (Chapman) and seconded (Hill) to apply for a total of 50 Vouchers, including 15 Category 2 Vouchers. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote.
RESOLUTION ADOPTING PREVAILING WAGE RATES FOR LABORERS, WORKERS, AND MECHANICS EMPLOYED BY THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE VILLAGE OF OAK PARK ON PUBLIC WORKS
Mr. Solan reported that under state law and annually, the Oak Park Housing Authority is asked to approve the schedule of prevailing wages within Cook County for wages paid on public projects.  
Mr. Martens added that the rates are essentially union scale wages.

Mr. Solan recommended adoption of the Resolution.

It was moved (Dwyer) and seconded (Barbosa) to approve the resolution adopting prevailing wage rates for laborers, workers, and mechanics employed by the Housing Authority of the Village of Oak Park on public works.  The roll call vote was as follows:
AYES:  Commissioners Barbosa, Butler, Chapman, Dwyer, Hill, Wardell, & Chairman Taren

NAYS:  None

ABSENT:  None
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
MILLS PARK TOWER
Mr. King reported that there are three vacancies at Mills Park Tower, one of which is Apt. 2-D, the newly completed accessible unit.
Mr. King said an All Resident meeting is scheduled this week to discuss a few items. One of the items to be discussed is the completion of unit 2-D and the Kitchen Modernization.  Interested residents will be able to view the new accessible unit and residents with disabilities will be notified of the unit’s availability.  Selection will be based on a tenant’s seniority.
The second item to be discussed is regarding the bed bug issues. He said there will be a lunch for the tenants, and Presto X will host a presentation to discuss treatment and awareness of bed bugs.
HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PROGRAM
Mr. Southward reported that there are 427 regular vouchers leased for May. There are 5 applicants with active vouchers searching for units in Oak Park. 

Mr. Southward reported that there are a total of 49 Mainstream Vouchers that are leased. He said there are two Mainstream applicants with active vouchers searching for units in Oak Park.
Mr. Southward reported that there were 218 inspections completed in May. The number of inspections will decline in June, and the Oak Park Residence Corporation’s units will be inspected in August.

Mr. Southward reported that we are billing other Housing Authorities for a total of 68 participants. He said that the Oak Park Housing Authority and other Housing Authorities have begun to absorb vouchers.  We have absorbed a total of 4 port-in participants.

OLD BUSINESS
Mr. Solan reminded the Board of last month’s discussion regarding masonry issues that need to be addressed at the east elevation of the office building. He said the parging was removed and the underlying bricks are being evaluated.  He said that through the Historical Society, he discovered that there was a building abutting the office building in the past.  He said the east building facade needs a special treatment. We do not have the consultant recommendations yet.  
Mr. Solan reported that the 3-year agreement with Kolnicki, Peterson, and Wirth has ended.  He recommended going out for an RFP for an auditing firm this summer.  

Mr. Solan reported that he had the same conversation regarding the RFP matter with the Residence Corporation Board in May, and that they are thinking of separate firms for both organizations.  He said that if it is decided to have 2 firms, it would be labor intensive for the Accounting Department.  Lastly, he said that if the Board decides to issue another RFP, it would occur this summer and we would report back to the Board in the fall.

NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Solan reported that Interfaith Housing Development conducted a presentation to the Madison Street Business Association in April.  He said there is another meeting scheduled for late June.  A meeting with Village staff will follow in August, and they will file their planned development application at the end of the summer.
ADJOURNMENT

At 8:43 A.M., it was moved (Butler) and seconded (Wardell) to adjourn.








Respectfully Submitted,







Ray Barbosa 










Secretary
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