MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE 

OAK PARK HOUSING AUTHORITY

TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2009
7:30 A.M.

OFFICIAL RECORD

PRESENT:  Commissioners Barbosa, Blackman, Butler, Chapman, Hill, Vietti, & Chairman Taren
EXCUSED:  None
ALSO PRESENT:  Edward Solan, Executive Director; Richard Martens, Attorney; Gladys Jordan, President of Interfaith Housing Development Corporation; Guest; 

Jim King, Ken Southward, Melissa Winn; and Rhonda Doyle, Staff.

QUORUM

The meeting was called to order at 7:32 A.M. by Chairman Taren.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF APRIL 14, 2009
It was moved (Barbosa) and seconded (Hill) to approve the minutes of the April 14, 2009 regular meeting.  The motion was passed by unanimous voice vote. 
Commissioner Vietti arrived at 7:34 A.M.

Chairman Taren passed out the RFP responses to the Board members and stated that it will be an agenda item which will be discussed at the June meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT WITH SERVICE EMPLOYEES INTERNATIONAL UNION, LOCAL 73, FOR 2009-10
Mr. Solan reported that we have reached an agreement after several months of discussions with Local 73. He highlighted the major differences from the 2007-8 contract and referred to the memo to the Commissioners from Beth Swaggerty and Jim King.  Otherwise, he said the Agreement was essentially the same as the prior Contract. 

It was moved (Butler) and seconded (Vietti) to approve the Contract in substantial conformity with the attached.  The roll call vote was as follows:
AYES: Commissioners Barbosa, Blackman, Butler, Chapman, Hill, Vietti, & Chairman Taren
NAYS:  None

ABSENT:  None 
Mr. Solan thanked John Plant and Larry Joyce, employees at Mills Park Tower, for their cooperation throughout the negotiation of the agreement.  He added that we are happy to have them as employees. 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
MILLS PARK TOWER MONTHLY REPORT

Mr. King reported that vacancies are decreasing but that there will be three or four for next month. He said that Ms. Winn is presently working on filling the units.
Mr. King reported that Par Construction has a performance bond and is waiting for a permit from the Village to begin the kitchen modernization at Mills Park Tower.
Mr. King said that we are waiting to hear from HUD regarding the revision to the PHA Plan.  

Mr. King asked for questions.  Commissioner Vietti asked if the one accessible unit will be bid separately.  Mr. King answered yes.
HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PROGRAM
Mr. Southward reported that for the month of April, there are a total of 417 regular vouchers leased which represents a 97% per unit month lease-up rate. He said that for the Mainstream program, there are 52 units under lease. 
Mr. Southward reported that six Vouchers were issued from the 2000 General Waiting List and they are presently searching for units in Oak Park.  These are the last applicants from that list. 
Mr. Southward said they are beginning to service applicants from the 2004 Waiting List and hopes to have a few vouchers issued during May. Also, Mr. Southward reported that 830 applicants have been withdrawn. 
He said that for the first quarter of 2009, we have absorbed four families through portability. We are billing CHAC for a total of 69 participants.

Mr. Southward reported that we received a SEMAP score of 104%. He added that HUD
required the OPHA to respond to its answer to Indicator 8.  HUD is requiring that we report the Fair Market Rents (FMR’s) that are in effect on October 31st.  In previous years, the FMR’s that were reported to HUD were the FMR’s used during the fiscal year through September 30th.  HUD publishes new FMR’s October 1st of every year.  The OPHA will respond to HUD, informing them that the FMR’s that were used on 12/31/2008, were the FMR’s that were published on October 1, 2008.

Commissioner Barbosa asked how much the rents change each year. Mr. Southward said approximately 6% for last year but previous increases have been in a range of 2 to 3%. 

Commissioner Hill commended Mr. Southward on a job well done.

Commissioner Vietti asked what the disabilities are of the individuals with Mainstream vouchers. Mr. Southward said they are often mental disabilities.
Commissioner Chapman asked about the lease up rate. Mr. Southward explained that we are currently issuing more vouchers in an attempt to increase the lease-up rate.
OLD BUSINESS   

Mr. Solan informed the Board that the Designated Housing Plan was filed with HUD approximately one month ago. He said the Plan was received and that he was contacted to answer a few questions about the Plan. Chairman Taren reported that he was aware that the Plan was read in the Chicago Regional Office and that it would probably be approved.

Chairman Taren turned the discussion regarding the redevelopment of the Comcast building over to Commissioner Chapman stating the reasons why he and Commissioner Vietti were recusing themselves and that they would not be participating or voting in the discussion.    

Commissioner Vietti & Chairman Taren departed the meeting at 7:54 A.M. 

NEW BUSINESS

None
DISCUSSION RE REDEVELOPMENT OF THE COMCAST BUILDING, 820 W. MADISON ST.

Mr. Solan introduced Ms. Gladys Jordan, President of Interfaith Housing Development Corporation.  He suggested that she review the development plan and turned the discussion over to her.   
Ms. Jordan introduced herself and explained that her company is a not-for-profit developer of supportive housing facilities for at-risk residents within a residential setting.
She summarized the presentation she had given to the Board at the April meeting.  Board members asked numerous questions of Ms. Jordan and expressed their opinions regarding the Authority partnering with them for development of a 51-unit building for low-income single individuals.  
After considerable discussion, the Board expressed an interest in seeing a potential timeline for the project.  They agreed to revisit this issue at the June meeting.
ADJOURNMENT

At 9:08 A.M., it was moved (Barbosa) and seconded (Butler) to adjourn.  

Respectfully Submitted,







Ray Barbosa                                             






Secretary
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